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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE12126 June 9, 1999 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, June 9, 1999 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Samuel Thomas, Jr., 

Capitol City Seventh Day Adventist 
Church, Sacramento, California, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Eternal God our Father, we bless 
Your name this morning and thank 
You for the great country that You 
have given us, and we ask, Lord, that 
Your presence would be in this assem-
bly and that You would empower us, 
Lord, by Your presence to do that 
which is right before Thee. 

We thank You, Lord, in how You 
have carved out our country to be pro-
phetically significant for all times, and 
we ask, Lord, that as we consider the 
things of earth, we would not forget 
the things of heaven. 

This we ask in the blessed name of 
our Lord Christ. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote on 
agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of 
the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Chair’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. TRAFICANT led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Mr. 
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-

nounced that the Senate had passed 
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a 
bill of the House of the following title: 

H.R. 1554. An act to amend the provisions 
of title 17, United States Code, and the Com-
munications Act of 1934, relating to copy-
right licensing and carriage of broadcast sig-
nals by satellite. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (H.R. 1554) ‘‘An Act to amend 
the provisions of title 17, United States 
Code, and the Communications Act of 
1934, relating to copyright licensing 
and carriage of broadcast signals by 
satellite,’’ requests a conference with 
the House on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon, and appoints 
from the— 

Committee on the Judiciary, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. DEWINE, 
Mr. LEAHY, and Mr. KOHL; and from the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. STE-
VENS, and Mr. HOLLINGS; to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-
nize the gentlewoman from Washington 
(Ms. DUNN) for 1 minute, and then 15 1- 
minutes on each side. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF GUEST 
CHAPLAIN 

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
pleasure I rise today to recognize Pas-
tor Samuel Thomas, Jr. Pastor Thomas 
led the Congress in our opening prayer 
this morning. 

In reflecting on his uplifting words 
for our country, I would like to give 
you a brief glimpse of Pastor Thomas’ 
contribution to our society. 

Pastor THOMAS was born in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, and raised in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He has been a teacher, a stu-
dent, a broadcaster, a banker, a hus-
band and, perhaps most importantly, a 
wonderful father to his two children, 
Samuel and Christine. 

His life’s journey has included teach-
ing new ministerial students at his 
alma mater in Huntsville, Alabama and 
co-producing a television broadcast 
that airs around the world. In addition, 
he serves his community as senior pas-
tor of Capitol City Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia. 

When I met Pastor Thomas, he had 
flown to Seattle, Washington, to pre-
side over funeral services for my next- 
door neighbor and very dear friend 
George Erickson. His compelling testi-
mony of his own life and his kindness 
and strength at a painful time touched 
us all. I want not only to welcome Pas-
tor Samuel Thomas and thank him for 
his prayer today, but I also want to 
thank him for serving as such an exem-
plary role model to all of us who seek 
to be both compassionate and strong. 

f 

PASS GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION 
(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, 2 
weeks ago the U.S. Senate did the right 
thing and passed modest gun safety 
legislation to keep guns out of the 
hands of our kids. Now it is time the 
House of Representatives do the right 
thing. 

I was saddened to read in the paper 
this morning that the Republican lead-
ership is playing games with gun safety 
legislation. Two weeks ago, instead of 
allowing us to vote on the gun safety 
package passed by the other body, the 
Republican leadership told us that they 
needed more time for hearings to pro-
ceed in the regular order. Now what we 
have found out is that what they really 
needed was more time for the National 
Rifle Association to wage a grassroots 
campaign and to water down gun safe-
ty legislation. 

The Republican leadership is pulling 
a bait and switch on the American peo-
ple. It is time to stop playing games 
with the deadly serious issue of gun 
safety for children. We should vote on 
the Senate gun safety package, not a 
watered down, NRA written, loophole 
filled, sham bill. 

Madam Speaker, this is the people’s 
House, it is not the NRA’s House, and 
the American people want gun safety 
legislation. Let us have a fair and open 
debate on gun safety legislation. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE KATONAH 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
(Mrs. KELLY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. KELLY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to proudly mark the 125th anni-
versary of the Katonah, New York Vol-
unteer Fire Department. It truly takes 
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